Unit Name  Rhythm
Content Area Instrumental Music  Grade 3rd  year 

Length of Unit: On going
	Stage 1: Identify Desired Results


   What are our established goals?

	State Standards, Grade Level Expectations, or Established Goals:

9.1.5.B: Recognize, know, use and demonstrate a variety of appropriate arts elements and principles to produce, review and revise original works in the arts. Music: • sing • play an instrument • read and notate music • compose and arrange •improvise

PA CC 1.1 Foundational Skills – Students gain a working knowledge of concepts of print, alphabetic principle, and other basic conventions. 

PA CC 1.2 Reading Informational Text – Students read, understand, and respond to informational text – with emphasis on comprehension, making connections among ideas and between texts with focus on textual evidence.

PA CC 1.3 - Reading Literature – Students read and respond to works of literature with emphasis on comprehension, making connections among ideas and between texts with focus on textual evidence. 

PA CC 1.4 - Writing – Students write for different purposes and audience. Students write clear and focused text to convey a well-defined perspective and appropriate content.

PA CC 1.5 - Speaking and Listening – Students present appropriately in formal speaking situations, listen critically, and respond intelligently as individuals or in group discussions. 


   What enduring understandings are desired? 

	Students will understand that:

1. All music has a rhythmical element.

2. Rhythm is as important as pitch.

3. Understanding note and rest values is essential to instrumental performance.


   What essential questions will be considered?

	1. What are our new rhythms?

2. Why is it essential to understand our new note and rest values?


   What are our knowledge and skills to be addressed?

	Knowledge (Content)

	Skills (Verb)

	Students will know:

1. Note and rest values of:

2. Sixteenth Notes/ Rests

-Dotted Rhythms- using eighth and sixteenth note combinations.


	Students will be able to:

1. Identify, write and perform the following in any combination:

-Sixteenth Notes/ Rests

-Dotted Rhythms (using eighth and sixteenth note combinations.)


	Stage 2: Determine Acceptable Assessment Evidence


	Performance Task(s): 

-Students will demonstrate their knowledge of rhythm by clapping and counting aloud each assignment. 

-Randomly, students will be called upon to clap and count any part of the assignment.

-Randomly, students will be called upon to draw or recite note and rest values for the class.

-Students will apply this information when playing all lesson assignments. 

	Other Evidence 

(e.g. quizzes, tests, prompts, observations, dialogues, work samples, etc.):

Playing quizzes on band music that involves all listed rhythms.

Prompts and Performance in class

Observations



	Student Self Assessment and Reflection:

(e.g. journals, admit or exit slips, pre-reading activities, post-reading activities, portfolios, etc.)

Reflection of personal progress while playing solo for group on assigned musical passages. 

Discussion of how to improve on areas of difficulty. 


	Stage 3: Learning Activities/Agenda

	Sequence of Learning Activities:  

Dotted Rhythms

-Students will review dotted rhythms; what they are, look like and how they are used. (the dot meaning that you add  half of the normal value of the note ON to the note itself to create a longer value )
-Students will be shown a group of four sixteenth notes/ rests and how to count them.

-Students will be shown that same sixteenth grouping with the first three notes tied together, leaving the last sixteenth note to be articulated. 

-Students will then compare that example to the dotted rhythm example: dotted eighth note and sixteenth note. 

-Students will brainstorm other dotted values that could be written as tied notes. 

-Students will make their own dotted rhythms and write them on the board.

-Students will explain their individual rhythms and demonstrate them to the class.

-Students will also have to explain how they could write their dotted rhythms as a tied note.

-Students will then apply this information to examples found in band music. 


Unit Name  Time and Key Signature Changes
Content Area Instrumental Music  Grade 3rd year 

Length of Unit: On going
	Stage 1: Identify Desired Results


   What are our established goals?

	State Standards, Grade Level Expectations, or Established Goals:

9.1.5.B: Recognize, know, use and demonstrate a variety of appropriate arts elements and principles to produce, review and revise original works in the arts. Music: • sing • play an instrument • read and notate music • compose and arrange •improvise. 9.1.5.C: Know and use fundamental vocabulary within each of the arts forms. 

PA CC 1.1 Foundational Skills – Students gain a working knowledge of concepts of print, alphabetic principle, and other basic conventions. 

PA CC 1.2 Reading Informational Text – Students read, understand, and respond to informational text – with emphasis on comprehension, making connections among ideas and between texts with focus on textual evidence.

PA CC 1.5 - Speaking and Listening – Students present appropriately in formal speaking situations, listen critically, and respond intelligently as individuals or in group discussions.




   What enduring understandings are desired? 

	Students will understand that:

-Many pieces of music contain changes of either time or key signature changes, or both.


   What essential questions will be considered?

	· How are they notated in music and what are the rules?

· What effect do time and key changes have on a piece of music?


   What are our knowledge and skills to be addressed?

	Knowledge (Content)

	Skills (Verb)

	Students will know:

- Where to look for changes on key or time signatures.

- How the key and time signature changes affects the rest of the piece.


	Students will be able to:

- Correctly identify key and time signature changes in music,

-Correctly play music that contains key and time signature changes. 


	Stage 2: Determine Acceptable Assessment Evidence


	Performance Task(s): 

Students will correctly play music that contains key and time signature changes.



	Other Evidence 

(e.g. quizzes, tests, prompts, observations, dialogues, work samples, etc.):

Observations

Dialogues



	Student Self Assessment and Reflection:

(e.g. journals, admit or exit slips, pre-reading activities, post-reading activities, portfolios, etc.)

Reflection of personal progress




	Stage 3: Learning Activities/Agenda

	Sequence of Learning Activities: 

-Teacher will introduce students to idea that key signatures and time signatures can change within a piece of music.

-Teacher will explain how these changes affect the sound and feel of a piece of music. 

- Students will listen to excerpts of music that contain these changes and discuss:

   -What the change was

   - How it changed the feel of the music….how the composer used this technique to convey a new musical idea.

-Teacher will direct students to the music they will be playing that contains these changes. Teacher will explain what they look like and how they effect the playing of the rest of the music. 

-Students will demonstrate their knowledge of time and key signatures by identifying where they are and what they mean. 

-Students will practice reading these changes by playing several measures before the change through to several measures after the changes. 

-Finally, students will play through entire piece of music, while correctly playing any and all changes of key or time. 


Unit Name  Key Signatures/ New Scales
Content Area Instrumental Music  Grade 3rd  Year 

Length of Unit: On Going
	Stage 1: Identify Desired Results


   What are our established goals?

	State Standards, Grade Level Expectations, or Established Goals:

9.1.3.B: Recognize, know, use and demonstrate a variety of appropriate arts elements and principles to produce, review and revise original works in the arts. Music: • sing • play an instrument • read and notate music • compose and arrange •improvise

PA CC 1.1 Foundational Skills – Students gain a working knowledge of concepts of print, alphabetic principle, and other basic conventions. 

PA CC 1.2 Reading Informational Text – Students read, understand, and respond to informational text – with emphasis on comprehension, making connections among ideas and between texts with focus on textual evidence.

PA CC 1.4 - Writing – Students write for different purposes and audience. Students write clear and focused text to convey a well-defined perspective and appropriate content.

PA CC 1.5 - Speaking and Listening – Students present appropriately in formal speaking situations, listen critically, and respond intelligently as individuals or in group discussions.


   What enduring understandings are desired? 

	Students will understand that:

1. It is essential to recognize and understand Key Signatures, as they are a fundamental part of music. 

2. Each Key Signature has a corresponding scale.

3. Scales increase a player’s ability to play music containing different key signatures.


   What essential questions will be considered?

	1. How does the placement of sharps, flats, and naturals affect the way I play the notes?

2. How do key signatures and scales increase a player’s ability to play music?


   What are our knowledge and skills to be addressed?

	Knowledge (Content)

	Skills (Verb)

	Students will know:

1. What Chromatic Means
2. What Enharmonic means and how it is used in the chromatic scale
3. The notes for the Chromatic Bb scale. 
	Students will be able to:

1. Identify, draw as well as perform the Chromatic Bb scale. 

2. Explain the term Chromatic and Enharmonic.


	Stage 2: Determine Acceptable Assessment Evidence


	Performance Task(s): 

-Students will be asked to answer all questions concerning:

               -Location

               -Symbols involved (sharp, flat, natural)

               -How these symbols effect the playing of those certain notes

-Students will also have to take turns explaining the terms Chromatic and Enharmonic to the class in their own words. 

-Students will demonstrate their knowledge of Chromatic and Enharmonic ultimately being able to correctly perform the Chromatic Bb scale.

-Students will have Concert Bb Chromatic scale play-offs to make the learning of this longer scale more fun. 



	Other Evidence 

(e.g. quizzes, tests, prompts, observations, dialogues, work samples, etc.):

Playing quizzes on band music that involve all listed key signatures.

Prompts and Performance in class

Observations

	Student Self Assessment and Reflection:

(e.g. journals, admit or exit slips, pre-reading activities, post-reading activities, portfolios, etc.)
Reflection of personal progress while playing solo for group on assigned musical passages. 

Discussion of how to improve on areas of difficulty.


	Stage 3: Learning Activities/Agenda

	Sequence of Learning Activities: 

-Teacher will demonstrate the idea of chromatics by showing students intervals on the keyboard. Teacher will start by showing students the intervals for a major scale and then a chromatic scale. 

-Students will identify F and then F#. Then students will identify G and Gb. This will give students a visual representation of how enharmonic notes work. 

-Students will identify the symbols found in the key signature (Flats, Sharps, Naturals) and discuss how they affect the notes found on the affected lines or spaces. 

-Students will discuss the new fingerings that will be used for each effected note.

-Students will play each new scale on instruments.

-Students will then take turns drawing these scales on provided staff paper that include the appropriate key signature. 

-Students will demonstrate knowledge of all new information by correctly sight-reading a passage of band music where these new Key Signatures occur. 

-Students will also demonstrate their memorization of new material by taking turns reviewing information as if they were the ones teaching it. They will take turns being the teacher each week and lead the class in a Key Signature review. 

-Students will further demonstrate their understanding of new Key Signatures by properly performing music that applies these new key signatures. 


Unit Name  Time Signatures
Content Area Instrumental Music  Grade 3rd Year 

Length of Unit: On going
	Stage 1: Identify Desired Results


   What are our established goals?

	State Standards, Grade Level Expectations, or Established Goals:

9.1.5.B: Recognize, know, use and demonstrate a variety of appropriate arts elements and principles to produce, review and revise original works in the arts. Music: • sing • play an instrument • read and notate music • compose and arrange •improvise. 9.1.5.C: Know and use fundamental vocabulary within each of the arts forms. 

PA CC 1.1 Foundational Skills – Students gain a working knowledge of concepts of print, alphabetic principle, and other basic conventions. 

PA CC 1.2 Reading Informational Text – Students read, understand, and respond to informational text – with emphasis on comprehension, making connections among ideas and between texts with focus on textual evidence.

PA CC 1.5 - Speaking and Listening – Students present appropriately in formal speaking situations, listen critically, and respond intelligently as individuals or in group discussions.


   What enduring understandings are desired? 

	Students will understand that:

1. It is essential to understand the symbols and notation in the music language in order to become an independent musician. 


   What essential questions will be considered?

	1. What are the new time signatures and how are they different from previously learned time signatures? 


   What are our knowledge and skills to be addressed?

	Knowledge (Content)

	Skills (Verb)

	Students will know:

- Time Signatures: 5/4 and Cut Time (2/2)


	Students will be able to:

Identify, draw as well as apply the following in a musical performance:

- 5/4 and Cut time (2/2) time signatures.  


	Stage 2: Determine Acceptable Assessment Evidence


	Performance Task(s): 

-Students will demonstrate his or her knowledge of musical symbols by identifying them in class, drawing them in class and in their lesson books, and applying them while performing music on their instruments. 

	Other Evidence 

(e.g. quizzes, tests, prompts, observations, dialogues, work samples, etc.):

Prompts and performance in class

Observation



	Student Self Assessment and Reflection:

(e.g. journals, admit or exit slips, pre-reading activities, post-reading activities, portfolios, etc.)

Reflections after playing as a group and individuals.




	Stage 3: Learning Activities/Agenda

	Sequence of Learning Activities: 

- Students will review previously learned Time Signatures.

-Students will review rules of figuring out how to read Time Signatures. 

-Students will apply this information to time signature, 5/4. 

-Teacher will demonstrate what conducting pattern looks like for 5/4 time to help students get the feel of that time signature.

-Students will take turns coming up to the board and writing 5/4 time.

-Students will take turns making up 1-measure rhythms for 5/4 time. Students will write rhythm on the board. Class will all clap and count this rhythm.

-Students will be introduced to music that is in 5/4 time. 

-Students will each be individually assigned 1 measure to practice and play with 1 minute of silent practice. (Finger through)

-Students will play their individual measures in order. If there are four students then student 1 will be assigned measure 1, student two will play measure 2…and so on.

-Then, students will be given 2 minutes to silently practice all measures assigned ( all 4 measures if there were 4 students).

-Students will then practice melodic phrases in the music to be sure that students have adjusted to the 5/4 style.

-Finally, students will play and perform entire piece of music.

-Students will apply key signature information to figure out what 2/2 means and how to play it. This will be done through group discussion.

-Teacher will guide students to the discovery that 2/2 is just twice as fast as 4/4 and therefore, another name for 2/2 is: Cut Time. 

-Teacher will demonstrate what conducting pattern looks like for 2/2 time to help students get the feel of that time signature.

-Students will take turns coming up to the board and writing 2/2 time.

-Students will take turns making up 1-measure rhythms for 2/2 time. Students will write rhythm on the board. Class will all clap and count this rhythm.

-Students will be introduced to music that is in 2/2 time. 

-Students will each be individually assigned 1 measure to practice and play with 1 minute of silent practice. (Finger through)

-Students will play their individual measures in order. If there are four students then student 1 will be assigned measure 1, student two will play measure 2…and so on.

-Then, students will be given 2 minutes to silently practice all measures assigned ( all 4 measures if there were 4 students).

-Students will then practice melodic phrases in the music to be sure that students have adjusted to the 2/2 signature. 
-Finally, students will play and perform entire piece of music.




Unit Name  Tempo Markings
Content Area Instrumental Music  Grade 3rd  Year 

Length of Unit: On Going
	Stage 1: Identify Desired Results


   What are our established goals?

	State Standards, Grade Level Expectations, or Established Goals:

9.1.3.B: Recognize, know, use and demonstrate a variety of appropriate arts elements and principles to produce, review and revise original works in the arts. Music: • sing • play an instrument • read and notate music • compose and arrange •improvise.

PA CC 1.1 Foundational Skills – Students gain a working knowledge of concepts of print, alphabetic principle, and other basic conventions. 

PA CC 1.2 Reading Informational Text – Students read, understand, and respond to informational text – with emphasis on comprehension, making connections among ideas and between texts with focus on textual evidence.

PA CC 1.5 - Speaking and Listening – Students present appropriately in formal speaking situations, listen critically, and respond intelligently as individuals or in group discussions.


   What enduring understandings are desired? 

	Students will understand that:

1. Many pieces contain tempo markings that change the speed of the music.

2. It is essential to the success of a performance to recognize and follow tempo changes. 

3. It is essential to know the music extremely well before attempting a tempo change.


   What essential questions will be considered?

	1. What are the new tempo markings?

2. How do I follow the new tempo markings?

3. Why is it so important to follow the director during tempo changes?

4. How do tempo changes affect the overall piece?

5. How would a be piece differ if the tempo changes weren’t there? (Opinion/ Discussion)


   What are our knowledge and skills to be addressed?

	Knowledge (Content)

	Skills (Verb)

	Students will know:

1. Rallentando

2.  Ritardando
3. Accelerando
4. A Tempo
5. Tempo I
	Students will be able to:

1. Perform in music as both solos, small groups and full ensembles:

· Rallentandos

· Ritardandos

· Accelerandos

· A Tempos

· Tempo Is


	Stage 2: Determine Acceptable Assessment Evidence


	Performance Task(s): 

-Students will be taught the names for the different tempo changes that occur in music.

-Students will learn the differences between them.

-Students will practice trying to perform them individually using an excerpt.

-Students will practice as a group to demonstrate the essential need to follow one speed of change that is conducted by the teacher. Students will practice this as a group, many times, as it takes many times to fully understand where the change occurs.

-Students will review necessary conducting patterns to analyze where the beats are at that are physically being conducted and how that indicates exactly how students change tempo.

	Other Evidence 

(e.g. quizzes, tests, prompts, observations, dialogues, work samples, etc.):

Performance in groups and ensemble rehearsal

Prompts and Performance in class

Observations

	Student Self Assessment and Reflection:

(e.g. journals, admit or exit slips, pre-reading activities, post-reading activities, portfolios, etc.)
Reflection of personal progress while playing solo for group on assigned musical passages. 

Discussion of how to improve on areas of difficulty.


	Stage 3: Learning Activities/Agenda

	Sequence of Learning Activities: 

-Teacher will demonstrate the idea of chromatics by showing students intervals on the keyboard. Teacher will start by showing students the intervals for a major scale and then a chromatic scale. 

-Students will identify F and then F#. Then students will identify G and Gb. This will give students a visual representation of how enharmonic notes work. 

-Students will identify the symbols found in the key signature (Flats, Sharps, Naturals) and discuss how they affect the notes found on the affected lines or spaces. 

-Students will discuss the new fingerings that will be used for each effected note.

-Students will play each new scale on instruments.

-Students will then take turns drawing these scales on provided staff paper that include the appropriate key signature. 

-Students will demonstrate knowledge of all new information by correctly sight-reading a passage of band music where these new Key Signatures occur. 

-Students will also demonstrate their memorization of new material by taking turns reviewing information as if they were the ones teaching it. They will take turns being the teacher each week and lead the class in a Key Signature review. 

-Students will further demonstrate their understanding of new Key Signatures by properly performing music that applies these new key signatures. 


Unit Name  Performance of Small Ensemble Music
Content Area Instrumental Music  Grade 3rd  Year 

Length of Unit: On Going
	Stage 1: Identify Desired Results


   What are our established goals?

	State Standards, Grade Level Expectations, or Established Goals:

9.1.5.A: Know and use the elements and principles of each art form to create works in the arts and humanities. 9.1.5.B: Recognize, know, use and demonstrate a variety of appropriate arts elements and principles to produce, review and revise original works in the arts. 9.1.5.E: Know and demonstrate how arts can communicate experiences, stories or emotions through the production of works in the arts. 9.1.5.G: Identify the function and benefits of rehearsal and practice sessions. 

PA CC 1.1 Foundational Skills – Students gain a working knowledge of concepts of print, alphabetic principle, and other basic conventions. 

PA CC 1.2 Reading Informational Text – Students read, understand, and respond to informational text – with emphasis on comprehension, making connections among ideas and between texts with focus on textual evidence.

PA CC 1.3 - Reading Literature – Students read and respond to works of literature with emphasis on comprehension, making connections among ideas and between texts with focus on textual evidence. 

PA CC 1.5 - Speaking and Listening – Students present appropriately in formal speaking situations, listen critically, and respond intelligently as individuals or in group discussions.


   What enduring understandings are desired? 

	Students will understand that:

1. Learning to play as a member of a small ensemble is an important experience to have in order to become an independent musician.




   What essential questions will be considered?

	1. What is considered to be a small ensemble?

2. What are the increased responsibilities of the individual musician in a small ensemble?


   What are our knowledge and skills to be addressed?

	Knowledge (Content)

	Skills (Verb)

	Students will know:

1. What Small Ensemble Means

2. What are individual musical responsibilities when playing in a small ensemble.
	Students will be able to:

1. Rehearse and perform small ensemble music.


	Stage 2: Determine Acceptable Assessment Evidence


	Performance Task(s): 

 Students will perform with small ensemble for Spring Concert. 

Students will have a very limited amount of rehearsals to prepare for their small ensemble piece as this is an extra responsibility on top of their regular band music.  



	Other Evidence 

(e.g. quizzes, tests, prompts, observations, dialogues, work samples, etc.):

Observations and dialogues

	Student Self Assessment and Reflection:

(e.g. journals, admit or exit slips, pre-reading activities, post-reading activities, portfolios, etc.)
Students will discuss and reflect on their ability to properly rehearse and performs in a small ensemble.


	Stage 3: Learning Activities/Agenda

	Sequence of Learning Activities: 

 -Students will discuss what they think a small ensemble is. 

-Small Ensemble means any kind of instrumental group that is small in number and can either be complete in instrumentation or incomplete, meaning the whole score of instrumentation are not present. 

- Students will be given instruction on small ensemble music to practice at home, as rehearsals will be limited at school. Students will also still be working on scales and concert music in lessons. A portion of each lesson will be dedicated to the learning of small ensemble music however, small ensemble music is not handed out until March which leaves less than 2 months to prepare. 

-During the last week of rehearsals before the concert, students will begin performing small ensemble music during full-band rehearsals to prepare them for performing for an audience. 

-Ultimately, students will perform their small ensemble music at the Spring Concert. 
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